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IN the spring of the year 1652 politics and relig- 
ion in England were in a most unsettled con- 
dition. The House of Commons had scarcely 
recovered from its tragic victory over King Charles, 
and was attempting, with the aid of the recently 
appointed Council of State and guided by the hand 
of Cromwell, to administer the aHairs of the new 
Commonwealth. To crush the various royalist up- 
risings required considerable activity and energy. 
Hardly had the insurrection in Ireland been over- 
come when the news arrived that Charles, the son 
of the executed king, was forming an alliance in 
Scotland. Cromwell and the army hastened thither, 
routed the Presbyterian forces at Dunbar on Septem- 
ber 3, 1650, and exactly one year from that date 
defeated the royalist army at the battle of Wor- 
cester. Though Charles escaped to France, Scot- 
land was thus virtually subdued. But it was a 
matter of greater difficulty to force the foreign 
powers to recognize the authority of Parliament. 
Holland, offended at the passing of the Navigation 
Act of October, 1 65 1 , and resenting any attempt upon 
her commercial supremacy, had finally brought 
about a state of war, which, though eventually to 
result in the defeat of the Dutch, was to tax Eng- 
land's resources and strength greatly during the 
years 1652 and 1653. 
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At home the constant jealousy of the power of 
Parliament, manifested by the army, prevented the 
harmonious settlement of social and religious differ- 
ences. Religion in England was still in a state of 
transition. During the decade previous to 1652 the 
realm had been visited with no less than three 
changes in its established church. In 1645 the 
Episcopal organization imposed by Laud had been 
displaced by the Presbyterian system, which in turn 
received but little sympathy from the mass of the 
English people, who realized that it was the nec- 
essary result of the alliance with Scotland. In 
1648 the great body of Independents had ridden 
into power on the shoulders of Cromwell and the 
army. This party, which now considered itself as 
voicing the national religion, strenuously opposed 
the system of a Presbyterian state church, although 
differing but little from it as to forms of worship. 
About them and the disthroned Presbyterians clam- 
ored numerous minor sects, — Antitrinitarians, Ana- 
baptists, Antinomians, Arminians, Familists, Liber- 
tines, Seekers, — all urging their several peculiar 
doctrines and often committing acts of wild fanati- 
cism that did more to harm the cause of toleration 
than did the thunderings of the Presbyterian divines. 

Amidst all this spiritual chaos. Parliament remained 
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strangely passive. As the guardian of public morals, 
it occasionally enacted laws againt such crimes as 
drunkenness, blasphemy or profanation of the Sab- 
bath. If, moreover, any movement arose which 
seemed likely to interfere with its political ascen- 
dancy, such sedition was quickly suppressed. But 
Parliament was not yet so sure of its own footing 
that it could settle definitely this momentous ques- 
tion of the nation's religion. 

In 1652 the important ecclesiastical questions of 
the day came particularly into public notice through 
their connection with a proposed Act for the Propa- 
gation of the Gospel. Several bills with titles similar 
to this one had been prepared during previous years of 
the Commonwealth period ; but they had all referred 
merely to the maintenance of the clergy, to the 
''ejection of scandalous ministers," or to some other 
detail of church administration.^ The larger ques- 
tion of religious toleration remained undiscussed un- 
til early in 1652, when a Latin edition of the Raco- 
vian Catechism, containing the so-called heretical 
doctrines of the Socinians, was published in Lon- 
don. Immediately John Owen, a prominent Inde- 
pendent minister, who possessed considerable influence 



^ There is a detailed list of such acts in the notes at the end of this book. 
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with Cromwell, together with several other ministers, 
entered a protest before Parliament. As the record 
reads in the Commons Journals of February lo, 1652 : 
"The House being informed, That divers Ministers 
were at the Door, they were called in : And Mr. 
Owen being come to the Bar, accompanied with 
divers Ministers, after a short Preamble made at the 
Bar, presented a Petition, with a Paper annexed ; 
being a Copy of a Warrant mentioned in the Peti- 
tion, together with a printed Book."^ 

The House referred this complaint against the 
heretical book to a committee of forty, with the 
direct consequence that a few months later the whole 
edition was ordered to be burned. A more far- 
reaching result, however, was to follow. At the 
same time, the House resolved that " a Committee 
be appointed to confer with these Ministers, whose 
names are subscribed to the former Petition ; or any 
other Persons: And to consider with them upon 
such Proposals as shall be offered for the better 
Propagation of the Gospel ; and to report the same, 
with their Opinion therein, to the House; Mr. 



^ Both this and following quotations from the records of the House of 
Commons are from the printed edition of the Commons Journals ^ under their 
proper dates. It should be borne in mind» however^ that according to the 
Julian Calendar the year did not begm until March 25. 
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Gurdon, Lord General, Sir Gilbert Pickering, Major 
General Harrison, Mr. Scott, Mr. Rous, Mr. West- 
row, Colonel Bennett, Colonel Rich, Alderman 
AUein, Mr. Holland, Sir William Masham, Sir 
Arthur Hesilrig, Colonel Sidenham ; or any Five of 
them." 

This committee of fourteen sat from day to day, 
and in the course of the next few weeks ^* received 
many and several Papers from many and several sorts 
of Men and Consciences." The important ecclesi- 
astical questions that arose for consideration were 
numerous. What was to be the favored doctrine ? 
To how large an extent was the preaching of con- 
trary doctrine to be allowed ? Was the privilege of 
preaching to be confined only to an authorized and 
properly ordained ministry ? These and many similar 
questions were the source of constant debate. And 
more important than all else was the great question 
of whether the civil magistrate had the right to ad- 
minister or control in any way the propagation of 
the gospel. 

The chief subject of discussion was a series of 
fifteen proposals, made by the same petitioning min- 
isters who had complained against the Socinian 
heresy and who had evidently instigated the appoint- 
ment of the smaller, but more important, committee. 
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not only in favor of absolute toleration, but opposed 
directly the theory of even a partial state church. 
Is it ** not against the liberties given by Christ Jesus 
to his people for the civil powers to assume a judg- 
ment in spirituals " was the vital question that he 
asked. 

It was at this junction of affairs that Roger Wil- 
liams entered into the controversy. He had arrived 
in London a few weeks before, with the object of 
procuring the repeal of Coddington's commission 
as Governor of Rhode Island and relieving the col- 
ony from the divisions that beset it. In the midst 
of a contest where the principles of religious liberty 
were at stake, he could scarcely stand idle. Pro- 
fessor Masson, in his life of Milton, pertinently asks : 
« Was he not the man in the whole world who had 
done most to propagate the theory of Absolute Vol- 
untaryism in Religion or No State-Church of any 
kind ; and might it not be said that the controversy 
he now found going on was the result in great part 
of the ideas he had himself sown in the English 
mind in his former visit, more especially in his 
£simous book of 1644 called The Bloody Tenent of 
Persecution^ and that the Voluntaries he now found 
so numerous in England were his own pupils ? " 

Williams found Major Butler's four proposals ex- 
actly in accordance with his own sentiments, and 
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realized the importance of placing them more prom- 
inently before the eyes of the English public. On 
March 30, 1652, he published a twenty-three page 
pamphlet under the title of The Fourth Paper ^ Pre- 
sented by Major Butler^ which is reprinted in the pres- 
ent volume. In this tract Williams printed Butler's 
proposals, an explanatory testimony of his own con- 
cerning them, a letter from Mr. Christopher Goad, 
written on March 8, in their favor, and also the 
original fifteen proposals of the ministers. In the 
preface, he admits ''furnishing this fourth paper 
with many Christian Voluntiers, who chearfully 
subscribing, left no convenience for my subscrip- 
tion." The subscribers who thus endorsed this 
argument for toleration were Charles Vane, Colonel 
Henry Danvers, Mr. Jackson, Mr. Wall and Mr. 
Turner. The names of Vane and Danvers arc well 
known. The former was a brother of the fiimous 
Sir Henry Vane, had served in 1650 as the Eng- 
lish agent to Portugal, and upon his return had 
been thanked by Parliament for his services there. 
Colonel Henry Danvers was Governor of Stafford. 
He was a strong Anabaptist and several years be- 
fore, in 1640, had published a tract on liberty of 
conscience.^ 



^ For further notices of Vane and Danvers, see notes. 
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Roger Williams's own testimony to the Proposals 
occupies the larger part of the pamphlet. Taking 
each proposal in turn, he carefully explains its mean- 
ing, " for the more clear and easie discovery of the 
sence and scope intended," and presents arguments 
favoring its acceptance by the committee. In dis- 
cussing the question of the spiritual power of the 
civil magistrate, he remarks that '^ in these late years 
God hath made it evident, that all Civil Magistracie 
in the World is meerly and essentially Civil ; And 
that the Civil Magistrate can truly take cognisance 
of nothing, as a Civil Magistrate, but what is proper 
and within his Civil Sphear.*' He fervently adds : 
" Oh that it would please the Father of Spirits to 
affect the heart of the Parliament with such a merci- 
ful sense of the Soul-Bars and Yokes which our 
Fathers have laid upon the neck of this Nation, and 
at last to proclaim a true and absolute Soul-freedom 
to all the people of the Land impartially ; so that no 
person be forced to pray nor pay, otherwise than as 
his Soul believeth and consenteth." 

During the next few weeks, Williams made fur- 
ther contributions to the subject of religious liberty. 
In April, 1652, he published a tract entitled. The 
Hireling Ministry none of Christs^ Or, A Discourse 
touching the Propagating the Gospel of Christ Jesus. 
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Humbly Presented to such Pious and Honourable Hands ^ 
whom the present Debate thereof concerns. Therein he 
reasserted his plea for the rights of conscience and 
urged that ministers should be supported not by 
legal provision, but by voluntary donations. In the 
same month he issued a pamphlet. Experiments of 
Spiritual Life & Healthy and somewhat later pub- 
lished his lengthy reply to Cotton, The Bloody Tenent 
yet More Bloody ; by Mr. Cotton's endevour to wash it 
white in the Blood of the Lambe. 

The Committee for the Propagation of the Gospel, 
in the meanwhile, had been giving their earnest at- 
tention to the subjects under discussion. Petitions 
were presented from every quarter. Captain Robert 
Norwood issued, on March 20, a Proposallfor Propa- 
gation of the Gospel^ offered to the Parliament^ and an 
anonymous author presented Severall Queries now pub^ 
lished and propounded^ to be considered of by ally especially 
of those which assume a power of propagating the Gos- 
pelly and settling the Ministers thereof in this Nation^ 
most humbly presented to the Parliament. On March 
3 1 , the day after the appearance of Butler's Fourth 
Papery the petitioning ministers published their fif- 
teen proposals under the title of The Humble Pro- 
posals of Mr. Owen and other ministers who presented 
the Petition to Parliament y &c. Printed at London for 
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Robert Ibbetson^ l6^2. Asked by the committee to 
define the " principles of the Christian Religion ** 
in their fourteenth proposal, the ministers had pre- 
sented a list of fifteen Christian " fundamentals/' the 
public preaching against which was to be illegal. 
These, however, were not printed until December 
2, 1652, when they were issued as Proposals for the 
furtherance and Propagation of the Gospell in this na- 
tion, as the same were humbly presented to the Honourable 
Committee of Parliament by divers ministers of the Gos- 
pell and others y as also some principals of Christian re- 
ligion without the belief of which the Scriptures doe 
plainly and clearly affirm salvation is not to be obtained^ 
which were also presented in explanation of one of the 
said proposals. 

According to the " fundamentals,'' no one was to 
be allowed to promulgate his opinions who denied 
the doctrine of the Trinity, the incarnation, justifica- 
tion by grace, the necessity of forsaking sin, and the 
resurrection ; who sought to discover God's mind 
except by the Scriptures ; or who forsook and de- 
spised the duties of God's worship. Such a narrow 
attempt at definition of doctrine evidently did not 
suit the minds of all the committee and did much 
in the end to wreck the whole scheme. Many of 
the members, while not believing in extreme tolera- 
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tion, would have refused to sanction an act that per- 
secuted for so small a deviation in doctrine. Crom- 
well, says Williams, told one of the committee that 
he ** had rather that Mahometanism were permitted 
amongst us than that one of God's children should 
be persecuted." And it was upon the Protector that 
the Tolerationists must rely if they hoped to gain 
anything for liberty of conscience. This point Mil- 
ton realized when he addressed his noble sonnet " To 
the Lord General Cromwell, May, 1652, on the 
Proposals of Certain Ministers at the Committee for 
Propagation of the Gospel : *' 

" Cromwell, our chief of men, who through a cloud 
Not of war only, but detractions rude. 
Guided by faith and matchless fortitude. 
To peace and truth thy glorious way hast ploughed. 

And on the neck of crowned Fortune proud 

Hast reared God's trophies, and his work pursued. 
While Darwen stream, with blood of Scots imbrued. 
And Dunbar field, resounds thy praises loud. 

And Worcester's laureate wreath : yet much remains 
To conquer still ; Peace hath her victories 
No less renowned than War : new foes arise. 

Threatening to bind our souls with secular chains. 
Help us to save free conscience from the paw 
Of hireling wolves, whose Gospel is their maw." 
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Apparently the meetings of the committee were 
being held less frequently when the consignment of 
a new task to them caused Parliament, on May 6, 
1652, to order that they should again sit from day 
to day. On April 29, the subject of tithes had 
arisen in the House. Some, like Roger Williams, 
believed in voluntary donations for ministers, while 
others, though willing that the clergy should be 
maintained at public expense, objected to tithes as 
being unequal in their incidence and causing in- 
numerable and unnecessary suits among clerical 
claimants. The House, therefore, resolved that "it 
be referred to the Committee appointed to receive 
Proposals for the better Propagation of the Gospel, 
to take into speedy Consideration, how a competent 
and convenient Maintenance for a godly and able 
Ministry may be settled, in Lieu of Tythes." They 
also enacted that "Tythes shall be paid as formerly, 
until such Maintenance be settled." This latter 
clause, which was carried by a vote of twenty-seven 
to seventeen, was significant in that it showed the 
favorable disposition of Parliament toward a settled 
ministry. 

The committee evidently could not make a definite 
report upon these knotty religious questions. On 
October 8, 1652, they were "revived" by order of 
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Parliament, with orders to hold daily sessions. They 
were unable to render a reply providing a substitute 
for tithes, and it was not until February ii, 1653, 
that they presented their report on the proposals for 
the Propagation of the Gospel. In this they adopted 
substantially the first twelve proposals of the petition- 
ing ministers, abridging them, however, to eleven. 
The last three proposals — those concerning the 
toleration of dissent, the definition of the " princi- 
ples of Christian religion," and the suppressing of 
"judicial astrology" — they omitted, having resolved 
not to report them. Either a majority of the com- 
mittee were opposed to the sentiments expressed in 
these three clauses, as being inimical to the spirit of 
religious liberty, or else the members thought it un- 
wise to discuss the question of toleration at the same 
time as the question of a state church establishment. 
There is nothing in the records to settle the point. 
The House, however, insisted that the omitted clauses 
should also be reported, and consequently all of the 
proposals were read, together with the names of the 
original subscribers. 

On February 25, the debate on the committee's 
report began. The great preliminary question as to 
the power of the civil magistrate in religious affairs — 
which the committee in its report had assumed as 
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existing — was first to be disposed of. Upon this 
the House resolved that " the Magistrate hath Power, 
in Matters of Religion, for the Propagation of the 
Gospel;" and thus the principle of individual re* 
ligious liberty, as Roger Williams and thousands of 
others understood it, was denied even before the 
clauses concerning toleration were reached. The 
House then proceeded to a separate discussion of 
each proposal. On March 4, March 1 8, and April 
I, respectively, they adopted almost word for word 
the first three proposals. This was the last action 
by the so-called Rump Parliament on the subject. 
On April 20, 1653, its organization was dissolved 
by the iron hand of Cromwell and the dictatorship 
was established. 

The labors of the Committee for the Propagation 
of the Gospel thus had no lasting result. The com- 
munity had so long been accustomed to worshipping 
according to a religion fostered and controlled by 
the state, that it was scarcely prepared for the changes 
proposed by such advanced thinkers as Major Butler 
or Roger Williams. To the minds of the authorities, 
toleration was accompanied by too great a probability 
of public disorder and revolution, and religious liberty 
was considered as existing only in the brain of an 
enthusiast. Numerous acts of wild and unrestrained 
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fanaticism only served to justify this view. The 
early advocates of religious liberty, moreover, lacked 
the guiding hand of a great and influential leader. 
Cromwell, although favoring the cause of toleration, 
would scarcely have dared to proclaim perfect reli- 
gious equality. Such a proclamation would have 
struck at the foundation of state as well as church. 
It appeared to be impossible to accomplish in the 
old world that which Roger Williams had already 
accomplished in the new. 

The Fourth Paper ^ which is now reprinted for the 
first time, was unknown to the biographers of Wil- 
liams until 1874, when it was found in a volume of 
seventeenth century pamphlets, purchased in London 
by Dr. J. Hammond Trumbull. From him it was 
secured by the John Carter Brown Library. On 
the fly leaf of the original book. Dr. Trumbull 
pencilled the following note : " This lost tract of 
Roger Williams — unknown to any of his biogra- 
phers — I have been in search of for ten years. A 
lucky chance brought it to my hands to-day. May 
22, 1874. — J. H. T." The only other copy known 
to be in existence is in the British Museum, where 
it is catalogued merely under the initials " R. W." 

That the pamphlet was written by Roger Wil- 
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Hams there can be no doubt. Professor Masson^ 
writing his life of Milton in 1877, asserted his be- 
lief in this fact, and a careful examination of the 
tract leaves no room for uncertainty. Besides the 
familiar appearance of the signature, " R. W./' the 
peculiar method of expressing the thought, and a 
dozen other earmarks that betray his authorship, he 
makes express reference in one place to the ** great 
controversie of the Bloody Tenet, between Mr. 
Cotton and myself," and in a marginal note says : 
" Of which I have spoken more particularly in the 
Hireling Ministry.*' 

This reproduction of the Fourth Paper completes 
the list of reprints of the known tracts of Roger 
Williams. It was Mr. George T. Paine, President 
of the Rhode Island Historical Society, who first 
conceived the idea of obtaining fac-simile plates of 
this rare tract, and it is through his courtesy that 
these plates are now used. It is most fitting that he 
who so successfully began the reprinting of Wil- 
liams's writings in the scholarly volumes of the 
Narragansett Club should be instrumental in bring- 
ing this work of republication to its completion. 

Clarence S. Brigham. 
May 12, 1903. 
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Jitors; Vfhcn it pleafed an Honourable Qttitkmza of the Gomfnicccc, 

zealoufij to argue aj^ainfialnOdiQCtn. and lukewarm iqdifFcrcncy i« 

Religion, pr^ejftng for his part , That he had rather be a Svxlthen a 

Gallic. His Excellency with much Chriftian.zeal and dffc&ion for 

bis o^n CofifcicnQCprofeffedalfof That he h^d rather thgi Mahumeca* 

xi\{ttiwere permitted amongst MS ^ then thatonf ofGodeCWdrenj^pH// 

be perfecuted. 

Such a fpirit as it is from Cod^andthe Lamb^Gqd i £0 is it o> 
like ^c guard this Nation^^w ri^f Terrours tf/Ecclipfes,^£e(lilcnci^. 
of Navica . •/Armies, <?/Men and Ek vil$ : For the p^ttk^gfbrth of thk 
Spirit, and the Peace and TraoottUitv of^his Nauon, As^^ ptaji 



The imworthicft of all the Foli^ers 
and Witmffts oiCbrift ^t[u 



%w. 
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Certain Propofals from the Scriptures , humbly 
Prcfcmcdtothc Honourable Committee for the Pro- 
pagating of the Gofpeh 

PiopoC I. 

FRom Mat. p. $ilr Pray therefore the Ltfri efthe Hurveft , tb^tt he 
muU fend forth Labourers, &c. 

Matio.J.ttf. 'B ebold I fenJy effort has Sheef amongSlfVolves &e. 
AA.4.t pfto. But Peter and Johnfaidnnto them^whether it be right 
in the fight of God to beporken untojom , more then unto God, judge te : 
For we cannot tut ^tat^ the things ^hich ^e havefeen and heara 

Epbcf. 4. lie And he gave feme ^Afofilesyfome P>ophetf , fo$ne £• 
vangetifts^andfon^e Paftort mtJ Teachers i for the "^orl^ of the Mini^ 

ftrj^ &c. 

1 Cor. 11. 3. No man canfaj that fefm u the Lord, tut hj the 

Holj Sfirity &c. 

Gal. \.\%.But Icertifiejou , thdi the Gofffel tb^t \V4# preached of 
mejs not after man, for neither received it lofman^nefther wm I taugk 
it tut bj the Revelation ofjefut Cbrijf. 

John 10 II. Perilj J fay untoj/ois^ He that entrethnot in bjthe 
door into the Sheepfold, but ciimbeth upfome other ^aj , the fame ts a 
Thief and a Robber : iut he that eutntb Utij the doote^ is the Shepherd of 

tbefieep. 
Jamcii. I. Mjbrethren^havenatthefm$hoftheLord]efm^ the 

Lord ^ glory, with reJfeU of per/one. 

1. It is hombly Pxopofcd , Whether Chrift Je- 
fuSj the Lord of the Harvcft , doth not fend forth 
Labourers into his Vineyard, furnifliing them by 
his Spirit, and bearing witnefs to their Labours, 
without the Teftimony and Reward of men f 

A Pro^ 



Propof. II* 

FRom MiC. I J. t^ The PdrnUecfiieTiires. ver. 38. The FieUi 
the werU ; the gee J feed the cUUren efthe Kingdem, hue the T^u 
the chiidten ^the wicked one. 

AAs 5. 34. to the^o, Gdmalieit sdviee concerning the Afefiles. 

I Cor . 1 1 . 1 9* For there mnfi_ he Mfo Herefies nmengSt jmjthne they 
wh'ch are approved mdj he made mamfefi amongHjom, 

1 Pec.i.l. But there ^ere fdlfe Prophets amongU them t evemfo 
there JhaB hefai/eTeacherj amongfl yott^ who pri^UjJbaS hring in dam^ 
ndhie Herefies, even denfing the l^dthit bonght them, ondMng ttpon 
themfelvet fwift defirnSion* So on 10 1^^ 10* 

JudeV4« 1;. Contend earneftlj for the faith )^bich was once dili* 
veredto the Sainis^for there are certain mencrept in x^c. 

% Tim. ). 04, 25, 16. . Andthefervant of the Lordmrnft n^tfirive, 
hat he gentle towards at men i IfGodperaihinettre^S give them Re^ 
fentanee^ &c. 

Lttkc9.49» JO. Jndfohn anfwered andfiud^ Mafier, ^ef^m one 
casing out devils in thj nanee. and Weforhadhim^ hecamfe hefoBo^eth 
not With m. And fefmfaid etnto hini^ Fethidhim not^ for be thai is nH 
again fi tes, is for tes. 

2. It is humbly Propofcd , Whether it be not 
the Will (or Counfell) of God that there muft be 
Hereiies^ yea damnable Herefics,that fuch who are 
approved may be made manifeft ? And whether 
it be not the pleafure of Cod, that the Judgement 
and Condemnation of iych falfe Teachas and 
Hereticks be left to himfelf ? 

Pift. 



(i) 

Propof. HI. 

F/biMRoin.M.4. HiitmthtMthm'jHJigeftMtuthtrmMtftrvMt^ 
I Cot 7.»). T«m trt bntght witks friet^ h tut thifirvmstf 

Gal.l.ltf. l€tnferreim'9rithi»lhMHtMi. 

Gai. 5. X. StMi-ft^ in tkt Gtmlts wbtrtwkb Ckrifi Utbmiit 

^"yiA.\u6. trUbuafiutb it it imfo0U t»fU*ft G»JL 

I J0I104. 1. Selievtmevtij^iHt, hit try tit ^iriti, frbetkr 

tbeth«f(jML 
Rom. l^idt, ifbMfMVtriimttfptttkufih&c. 



}, !t is humbly Propofed, Whether for the Ci- 
vil powers to aiTume a Judgement in Spirituals, 
be not againft the Liberties given by Chrift Je- 
fus to his people ? 



Propof. IV. 

Frwm Rom. 11. 

4. Whether it be noc the duty of the Magiftrate 
to permit the Jews, whofe converfion we look 
for, to live freely and peaceably amongft u$ i 

As 
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Mr. Goads Letter 

TO 

Maior Butler. 



tMi^tr Imttr, 

pm itftr which you left with cm , hath Tec 

'my thoughts tm wotl about the way Af tht 

' t piopagatingtifthcO^j^^/^coiKeTning which,. 

> j»M inm'iKr m/niKnix ; we are hcithCt of 

I Tad^ nor jIftBt, nor Cefhst .■ we ate come 

ituo tke unity of ihc SfiHt,'vt are come to 

Cftf the Ai^rof all. aidto '(/>» the t^«fi^>rof the hew 

A 3 (HviK/uii,. 



Ccvendnt^vre are returned unco Che ArchUfh^fofow Se^tr^ 
and wc cannot go back co mens ludg€men$$^ihovi%\^ Teem- 
ing Pillars* nor give our voice for the ufe otan^ CatfiAl 
w€Mfin$ \ knowing fuch as are mtgkj through Codio caft 
dovvnftrwgMdfjaad high imagmacions, and co wraftle 
vfithfrsmtpdlittes and powers, and the Ruier of che dark- 
nefs of chts world, co which all che ^^irrr, wifd§m^ and 
rig%$€wfn€fs of man is alcogether infu£cicnc,whilft reach- 
ing noc unco che Confcitnce , where only comes che de* 
monftracion of che Sfirttznd power rand if ic be faid chac 
che Sf/nt goes forch in chefe, tc is anfwered, chac che Spi* 
fit going forch^ difmiflcch chefe , as Cid€0n did his Soul • 
dices . Thus faich the Lord of Hofts, N$t bj mtght^ nor by 
f^wiTy but by my Spirits when he was co build the Temple : 
ic is che Crofs of Chrift by which we are faved , and God 
forbid we mould rcjoyce in any ching fave thac^by which 
the werld is Crucified unco us , even in its wifdom and 
righteoufncfs^and co undcrcake to carry the Croft by thefe, 
is nonfcnce and contradidion ^ it isco make ic of none ef* 
fe£t, which is wesknefs and foolijhnefi unco che world , 
fhronger and roifer chen che world. God hach made us able 
ijntmfitrs of che new Teftamenc, noc of the Lccter , buc 
of che Spirit ^ and co go forch in any firength and wtfdom^ 
buc in che Spirits^ is to doubc of che Spirits cruch and pow« 
cr : and if it be asked where this power is, we anfwer^that 
it hach-been long whhdrawn, chac che man of Sift mighc 
be revealed : buc ic will come forch, and is now coming, 
and we are ."SColved co be weak^ znd foots in Cbrifi , cill we 
come forth in him ^ the mfJom of CoJ^ znd the power ot 
Cod': logo forch in man , accordii^coche Propofalsof 
fome uficoxbe Cotttmittee^ is co go forch for Cbrtft^ agamft 
lum : The Spirtt of Cod his preicnce did let and hinder 

the 



iHei£vealiiigoftheOT4i»pf)?>», as the light keeps out the 
djrknefs .-. It is his retorn only that can dcftroy that fitf : 
and AU goings forth of man againft it , is the going forth 
oidtarkntft, and fi»yAt^. SdtM , and fo is but a further re- 
vealing of the man of fin,, whofe appearance is in all de-> 
ceivAolefufi oiuwrigbtmfnefs in them that perifh. B! clTed 
are they who go forth in* and with the Lord, to the pro« 
pagation ofthe(7*;^«/,.pray that it may-have free pafljge, 
and be glorified : The Caufewayes that we make for it, 
obftnift it> chat is, i\xx prefmng the way of the Lord : 
Cbrifi is the wij» the irMby and the bfe : let me have no 
C»d, noChnfty nor Tmfh chat cannot defend themfelves 
and me, or deliver .themfelves and me m.ofreed$mi 
having upon de[$g» fuilered bonds to be jput upon them; 
and therefore let m'«r,y?«,andi('rA^,and tUrknefs come forth 
in their power, it is the,wUl of (7«/they fiiould do fo, and 
that P^ir4«A fliould rife.iinto his full greatnefs, that he 
may appear to, be above hiin, and get himfelf honour i|>> 
4>Bhim» Amichrifi is now getting up dpon his laftlegs^ 
whofe feet are irtn and CUfy there is life no where J>oc in 
hisjfiMv^, which is not enoi^h.ciqi'<]uickeii him throughly^ 
in this hislaft image ind firm, in .which be is coming 
forth : how foon wai he thrown down in his laft /^ftgti 
4))^« and rifiiig among ^ ^^ven before he could ^//r^ his 
teeth were hreken / Cm. fmote him on the Cheek hntet 
t^tbrc the Tb$rn$ were grown hard to prick, the fire cook 
hold of them , afid (7mis finifliing the work apace , and 
cuipngic (horc in rtghceoufnefs, $veh his utter confum^imt 
and </<f^r«^i^by the hrightt$eft of his cumi^ • There is 
no ctme to fear tat the tayl of this fnoking firebrand, for 
the^ML of the Ltfd upon it is noc quenched , ^Gm^ will bat 
tfm wiioMs agunft ebb i^^c^^MrfoareaU che^aUng# 



XWwttI wknefs onto mc, noc fceretlj to them i which he 
doth already but 9fenljt for which work he is at the door. 
And fo wilhin| you the prefence of the Lord with you, I 
reft, waiting wKb you for hii Kingdome, which is not of 
ibis world* 

Much 8. \6^, 

Yours 



Christopher Goad. 



A Tejlimony to the 4*. Tafer prefented 

by Majtn' « V TLE%^ to the 
Honorable Qommittee for 

Propagating the C»^el, 

IT istny hamble Pccinon to the ^«i oF Hcavcn,co 
vouchfafc chat Honourable Cimmhtte Time and 
Hearts to examine the Seripwes alleaged in that 
Paper : And at prefent, that they may pleafe to weigh 
Cwith thofe double weighs of the SMffMartf) this hum- 
ble Ex flitatiM of the Bout Pr9ftf(tts» 

Firft, As to the firft Htsdya. ofchrtfi^fnt fending 
forth of his own M^ei^ers : I humbly pray it may be 
remembred, that there is a twofold tiinifri Q£cbri0 

I . The one of Psfiiri and 7^AriMr/«feeding the FUets M^r.4 1 1. 
already ChripM and Ctuvmtd, TtTtw^ 

». The other of <^effettgm or Afipef, ftni forth Jgjyji 
to ctHvert and beget to Citrtft, Of this fort I humbly 
conceive is the Stndsi^ now in debate before you : and 
ofthis fort IS that SeiiMtig9XiA ^itefiim^gfo large and 
punftuaUll^w.io.). Btm CMthtj Frmb, exetft B<r/«i 
I'ftm^fhexcepttkty be Apoftlis'd^oi Sentf Upon which 
Diftinftion 1 humbly oifer three things to benecelfa- 
rily fuppofed. Firft, Afpfieltesl Gifn and Abititie$ in 
cheMeny^«f- Secondly, a greater |f/rii*4/f«»rr in the 

Stmerty 

B a 



Senders^ accordbg to that Rule % Grtdtir is the Sender 
thin the Sent. Thirdly, it fuppoles an unconverudtflsie 
in the ftoyle to whom fuch Meffengers are fent to preach 
and b^p'ize;. Which ate three fpch JPi^^f/^ that none 
that i know of profcfling C^rijl? ^efm^ ihefe many hun- 
dred years, have been able to uncie, and to prove fuch 
a fj^iniftery cxcantvotberwife then by (bme (feeming) 
Frudentidl invintUiis ^ or the Power of the Swerd^ 
Yet, 
chiftJeOu Secondly, Chrijl Jcfus did immediately fend forih 
hufifiim- his ^(Qetigtn {Lig4ii$$ d Lgierf) his LXK. Luc. lo. 
mdiau/md^ his XIi;Firft to the5Pew,Mat.io: afterwards tp a>l 
Naticm^ MaM6« Chri/t^efitt did immediitely fcffd 
forth by his Sfirit, and mediately by the Chmh^ai An- 
tioch, Aft. ij* He immediately ftirr'd up PmmI and o^- 
foBiiyScc. not only without Civil, but alfo without 
Spiritualand Cbitrch f$mr. Yea fince the jtp0^afie and 
Rifing of /Isifickrtfi^ He hath irr all Jgts ftirr'd up his 
rrpphets to wltriefs ( in a poor ahd mournful fachUth) 

H reniin -R'^^'i*- & J^» & >4 Chapters. The WaUenfis , the 
^Fufhth WickUvifts , the Hufsitts^ the Lutherans, the Catvi^ 

rfAHt^nfi^ Thefe Proteftant Witsuffes could never dear up their 
Fnn^ions or ^linifleries ( as Bi^ofsot Preshyters ) yet 
doubtlefs hath C^{/? 7f/^ endowed them with Pro* 
phetfcal (J//ii of Tr4;?/?4ri)»f and Ex founding the Scri- 
ftures. I fay, they were as Prpfhets immediately ftirr'd 
tp by Chtifi 9efns ., who doubtlefs hath now ftirred up 
more then ever were in this Naticn^tncn of Prophetical 
etfr^ztid Spirits^ [XientUmeny LamjerSy Phjptigns, Spul^ 
diersy TrAOtfmtn^ fome adorned with Httmane Learnings 
otfaerf only with the ^m^/irrr/* And doubtlefs fuch is 

his 
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^iMifAtth^idtttft and Itve to bis cbtftit , chat he will yet * of wtMi 
ftir up his Witneffet and Prtpheis , yea and in his time J^jJUS,. 
ylpofttes and Mefftngas to the W^/ww of the World, («^ b a* 
whofc * Gifts y CaBJtig, Work and W^^^w (hall all be from S'^if**, 
Himfeif. MWRnrte. 

Laftlyj as «o thofc Terms of Teftimtrfy or i€w$r4 
of Men t I am fat from obftruding any (siMtt»4if(f 
or (ncouragment to any whom Chri^ Jtfm ftirs ttp. 
This only I fay r i. tt fcems to be an itM^^ffd or 
unchripav task pu( upon the Civil Sfstt , ^tx,» To 
grant Licences t as the BiSitfs ) lor Preaching , &c. 
s. It is not hard to gueflb> That were it not Ibrthe«vre;(«M/w 
Mafttflrates U^ and Swtrd^ very few would be fbund JliJ'fcrf 
iolt>Hicitc his Tf/? ot Ttflfff^fff. But doubtlefs lUch wiwi *» 
FreMherty who (either 4Jw?eoti»«r<^<rboard J make a*'^**'"^^* 
Sdrgdin for fo much, or fo mocb, withboc which they C^uTw* 
wilfnot be feta | I humbly conceive they can- never g«rM. 
be faid to bcfttttby Ci&fi^ 7«y»/, although all the Civil 
Ptwen in the World (hould fubfcribe to their Cmmif- 
(ttm and Sendings, 

To the fecond ffeU^ of Permitting Fatje tCMfBersSind 
Hereticks : I am honibly coniident^thar (from the ScH* 
tt»res iWcadged ) it will appear to be the wiStf C$d^ 
that CbrifiiAM and i^miehtifiidns , the Vf1^A$ and 
the r^rfi , ihould be permitted to dwells to trade , 
to live and die in the cimmen Field of the World to* 

gether. 

2. Upon a doe furvey it will be found, that the L»rd 
fefw Chrifi himfclf, and his ServtmtSt have moft com* 
monly been accounted, and have fuifered as thegreateft 
Deceivers, Seducers , Herettehs and BU^hemers in the 
World. 3* The 



^. The Boiy of this Nation^ and of all Nations pro* 
fcifing Chnpanitjt profclling to know Chrrjl fcfus in 
ipprd^znd in works denying him.cannot but be acknow- 
ledged to live and die (if without Repentance) in con- 
ftant real and ftaSltcal Denjings and Blafphcmings of 
Cbrtfi Jefrs/ 

r'.n ..... ' 4- Chrsfilefus hath not been without Gare agalnft 

his ionrie Herittcks and BUfphemersj 

wthBiafkhi' pjfft^ ijy judging them thaf are within among the 
Sdtnts : therefore ( i Tim a.) f4i!^/ delivered Hjmineus 
and Alexander unto S^han^ chat they may learn not to 
tUfphemeJ 

Secondly, by judging them without : Firft, fome* 
times by horrible /i^^w^itr/ in this life ^ fomctime^ by 
fubduing them by his SpirityZS Paul from his ferfecuting 
and bUfphemous courfes. 

Thirdly, As for the wilfully and finally ohpnate, 
they are ordained ( faith Peter and lude ) lo con- 
demnation*, And their /W^«rr;9f and damnatm deep* 
eth not. 

rbefuUdc- To the third Hegd^ concerning the Civil Magifirgtes 
^Zif^^ti. Commiffion in Spirituals^ I humbly conceivi, 

foim^ maybe »—,.,>• '^ iL « t ... 

Tcr. in that I . That in thefe late years GOD hath made it evi- 

vrG ^^'^f;^^^"^^^^^*^^* ^^'^^^ Magtfirofie in the World is meedy 

EVTc^a'^dcfTcmially p'w/; And that the Cw/7 (^agifirdte 

net , between can cri^ly talf c cognifance of nothing, as a Civil J^a- 

mdm^fc^f! S^fi^^^^^^^ wliat is proper and within his Civil Sphear. 

«a wj ^7- ^^^ Magifirdte, if a Sdint, hath a Spiritual power, and 

fo Have all Saints ^ and he that partakes more of 

Chrifis Spirit, hath more oichrijls Power, whatever 

his out\yaxd condition bc« 

a.By 



2. By the laft Will and Tcftaraenc of CAr/)! /*/«x, 
wc find not the leaft title of C4mmifm»\6 iht'Civit 
UUagtftrate (as Civil) tojMjgc iind i^ih the rrfactcrs of 
his Sfintud Kifigd^m. 

3. Thacgrcac pretence from the Land :o£jCWmm» 
and the Kmgs of JfraerkndfiiJabi hat^ been in^thefe 
late years- proved but weak and dtii^ » aiid the Zi^fS 
Jefrs Chrift himMf to be the Mtjjieoi^Blt^iyfcF^ 
guresy the Kifig and //f4^df all thc^irfdf<7#^, F(>fm> 
ing. Reforming his people, 6cc. 

Hence, although it be the Duty of Khgs^ ^uitnii tbes^mis 
Mi^ifimei to be nurfing Father* and Mothers to thc^J!>^fJ2» 
Siunts^: Although it be the ^ir>^/Duty to pray for Maiip^atet 
Magifirases^ that they may live feaciaity under jchem in^ the Times. 
z\i Godli fiefs and ^Mr/^^rjer.ip. and i.Tim^z. Yet 
fuppofe the Magiflrates to be never fo wgodlj^ idpU^ 
trous, bUfpbemims, thodj, ( as they. Wete in the fir ft 503 
years after Chrift ) yet Cbrtjl Ufns failed not, nolr wil, 
to preferve hiis Saints in the fewer and Sfirit pf true 
Chrifiiamtj and Gcdlintft : And contrarily^ the Saints 
never difcovered fo bright an Image oi Chrifi Jefrs 
fince, in thofe times vvbcreirt CMfidnrine and fo many 
after him have u(6d and drtfwn^heir Civil fwbrds in 
Spiritual caufes. 

Our fathers before us in £i];^/4if^, though famous for 
Civil Laws ^zn6 ^4r;, and ViSmes^ yet hiVt they but 
trod the Round , and walked in a Circle ; tlan% 2nd 
flnck Mf, flam dnd fluck'uf • as we their Children do : 
and all for wanfof Commiflions from Cbrtft Ufasy and 
his Inflrudions and Promifes in fuch a Work«, The 
farUament eftiabliihed King Henry the 8. Head of the 
Ctmch: this SufrtrnacyhMxYi continued in four> ^ime^ 



(16) 

"O'tH'&J*"* ^''^*"" ^"*^^* "^^ ^^^* ^^^ Difagrecments a- 
frtmHi.t bouc the Tale i For while the Clergy have pteacht 
iim.tUx'- the ffis Divimm of the Princes Authority in Sfiri- 

tt>i%Jrj. '•^'' » af«r »hc pattern of the Kings of //r4f/ and 
luddh 'y the truth h , that Parliaments and People 
fince have pleaded , That Primes could not receive 
tut what the ParUamems gave them , and the Pgr- 
lumtnts could not give them but what the PetpU 
gave the PArltsmtnt thcit Jteprefettutive $ which could 
not po(KbIy be a Spiritual and SouUpower. 

Secondly , the ,Work hath never profpered .: but 
fu^cccding Tigies, more enlightened by chrifi Jejfus, 
have ftill been breakipgdmH and fulling «p,> Pqr Jn- 
ftancc: The Pr0tefi4i$t Bi/bfips vrkh that Etiglijh Com- 
mon Pr^^er , fupplanted the P«ifipt Bifhifs and their It- 
tine Maffe : The Preshjterisiifs and their Scmh Direfft^ 
rresf auer fotne Difputes, at laft rout the Prmftun-Bt- 
fhops and their Comm»t( Fr^s) Now the Pdvligmetit 
being gracioufljr pleafed to remind the Providence of 
the moft •High^ in ufing Infirtmems 6i vtritiit Cpnfci' 
encts in their late Service , cannot biic expe^ to be fol • 
liciied by fotne ofthef^ Confdenc'eSyZnd to be 2ealoi{0y 
told, that ChrifiiM Kings ^odMagiftratesTucceed the 
Kings of Ifr^iel and ludsh^ in the power of EftabliihJng 
Reltgim, and Reforming it) of Defining i)9Brines, efpe- 
cially FMftdamemals j of Puni/hing the contrary as 
Jitnucks znd, B/affhfmers j of Granting Licemes iiid 
Authority to Predchers , of ieeidg thei|;>TPVj<r,pai.d 
them, &c. And therefore that they arc boiuid, as they 
will anfwer it to God, to Chrift , to their own fouls, 
and the fouls of others, to fettle Religiin^ toEftablifh 
fomeihing,&c« But, 

My 



My humble Prayec (hall be to Him that is m/; wife^ 
fo togmde this Renowned PdrlUment^ chat they may 
fee and fliun the Rocks on which our F4$hcrs (as couch- 
ing a StMe^Mighn ) both PAfifi and VmtfjtMt have 
made moft wotul ibipwracfc. And chat they may be 
pleafed to remember^ that be the flMU never fo ntv^^ 
iofm^ iohftf¥l\ yet i^yxXtNAUOHil^ while Smt- 
fld»tt, and infifceJ^ our Spiritual Lord tho Urd lefus 
Will fooner or later endicntc and pluck them up> until! 
at lad the mrk zndghrj be given to Himft If, to work 
freely and in his own way ^by the free Breatbings of his 
moft vtmtrfBll Sprite in the mouths and hurts of fuch 
by wfiom and in whom he freely pleafcth. 

Hence, oh that it would pleafe the fjoiberofSftrtn 
to zStOt the heart of ihcJPdrliameM with (bch a merci* 
ful fenfe of the Stt^-B^s and Tohs which our Fath^s 
have latdupon the mck of this 2sr4;/M,and at laft (o pro- 
claim a true and ^kXyntSoulfntdom to att the people 
of the Land impartiaUy^ fothac noperfott be forced 
tofr^f norf ^v^otherwife then as his Soul betieveth atid 
confenteth* Thisvf £^» as I beh>ve it to be the abfolutc sMfrttdm 
will oiGod^ as to this and $11 the opprcfled l^ations Qfff^t^^^^ 
the World ; to will thi^ mo^prudm Stdtt find it to be 'iSfiui. 
a principal Expedient &r two great ends : J?ix)ft> the 
tdfing and faeatmttg the minds of the people of this 
Nation » who have (b long cried out of ^Birrf ^<i^i» &c» 
SecondIy> the preventing all the Cfergicgt De%ns of 
one fort or another > when the whole peo^e of the 
Nation ihall be engaged as one man to ioatntatn that 
Powcfy that hath from Heaven fet them free from fo 
great and fo long continued ilsverp. 
Such a Service for GeizoA the HaUat^ cannot but be 
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anended wuh mMy Obiilims : To all which (as alfo 
for fome menifnffMd humMC ccnftderAthn ( 3C Icaft for 
a feafon) to fuch of the CUrgie^ whom any Twn orpeo- 
fie of the Nation (hall not freely clofe with in Werjhip 
and MainunMce ) the mfJ^me of the mod High is infii* 
nicely able to dired the C^mmonweAlths High^ScnAte of 
FdriUmenti and doubtlefs will, if they humbly fee 
chcir want, and bepTupply from him. 

Upon thcScriptareSy and the fourth Head, as touch- 
ioR the fEWS: I humbly conceive it to be the Duty 
of the Civil MagiftfAte to break down that fuperftitious 
waU of 'feparAti0n\^a% to Civil things) between us Gentiles 
and the jetps^ and freely (without their asking) to make 
way for their free and peaceable Habitation amongft 
us. And the rather,becaufe that People (however for 
a feafon under a mod terrible Ecclipfe ) yet> 
fJ^^^igkn I- The holy Scripture faith, that they are a Selt^ed 
rftbc Jews, feeple, and beloved (z$ we fometimes love unwmhj chil 
dren) for their FAthers fake. 

2. They are a people above all the peoples and VAti- 
§i$s in the World , under moft gracioi^ and exprefs 
Promifes. 

}. We Cemiles by their /4^ have had the occalion 
of our rip9$g to the bleflcd and joyful Knowledge of a 
SavioMr. 

4* Their ri(ing again to own and imbrace C/friJl fefm, 
is promifed to be as life from the deAd^ not only to 
themfelves, but as to the propagating of Chrifi Jefm 
to other peoples. 

5. Out of fomc lind of fcnfe of thefe things^ we 
pretend 10 loeky and long^ Uidftsf for thcjr JLeturss and 
CABing. tf.As 
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6* As oiher JtMim, 16 this cfpcculIyyMd the Khfgs rht^tm «f 
thereof, have hitd/uftauTe co fear» chat the tmkrifiiiit ^ifStr* 
opfrtfstMh inciviUtitt^ and iniMmmhies of this NgMittfiCmttAt 
«igain(l che pew/, have ^ried to Httviit againft thU N*- ^*^ 
thn and the Kings and Princes of it. 

What homble §pfrtfsi»ns and honible/«vgi&/crx have 
the /eir/ Aifiered from the Kings and peoples of this 
Nation, in the Reigns of Hcmj %, K.l4hn, Ricbsrd x. 
and Bdmard t. Concerning which not only we,batche 
lews themfclvesVeq^ Cbr$mclf$ ? 

For the removing of which^/r, and the pacifying 
of the irr4ri& of the moft H/gjfragainftthi$ Natibn, and 
for the furthering of that^reat end of propagating che 
Ce^el oiChrip Ufnt ; It is humbly coifceived to oe a 
great and weighty Duty which lies upon this Sme^ to 
provide (on the lews account)fome giacions £;i^p«6ejRr/ 
for fuch holy and ix\AyCbrifs4m Ends. 

Laftly, I humbly crave Ic^ve ^o (ay* That I am not^JJjJ^ 
without thoughts of many ob]eBi9iis^iui fannoc wt(h< jSm^ 
<ouc hirrtr chink of theirvi killing of che Ltrd Ufm% of 
their cnrfing themfelvesandcbclr fffieriPfi of tbeivrjf^ 
of Ged upon them $ .of cheir dei^uig fA^.Mmidsmm^, 
of all our ChrifitMWirfiiif ^ !o( (omit crimes aUeai^fd 
fot which they, have I^en fo afflided by this Sstieis % 
of their known tiiduftiy of inriching cbemfdves iatU 

EUces where they come. But I dare not prejudice the 
itth wifdom and experience oi che Suu^ abundantly 
rial and able cpprovide a^fwerable Exfedienfip ifotuk 
ic pleafethe moft High to »fk6t their HoQOfablebceafts 
with the fieijMdeqni^.^ theiny v^.9e«efsity of fo 
fiteac z Wprk. 

Cs The 



^IhehpijM the Miniften 

i^rtd/^t and otHVr Pcrfons j for the Furtherance and Propa- 

hf the Mini- g^^ion of the Goffel in this Nation : wherein they 

Su! fi^c 'having had equal Rc/pcft to all Perfons fearing Cod, 

tbenfm here (hough of dififcring judgments ^io hope alfo that they 

ju^opud, ^iif jifid \Q Vfihpitid Peace. 

l:, k m t^ Hat Perffifis of OodWnck dtiJ Gifts, in the U- 
I nivcrlities 4ifi^ elfivherei; though not Otdatnedy 
Jl wJ/ty if ddmitted to tresch the Gofpel , being ap • 
Jfro^f&^frin thij are called thlnunta. 
^ t . i^hjtfi/o ferjon fhaUhe ddfnittedto Trial artd Apprd- 
batiolf/W/f// hebrwg 4Teftimomal of his Put j and 
Shndnefsfn the Faith, under th' hands of fix Godly Mini •. 




pt/n every < 
aflfut» ihm.^is mlfif^hich'the Gi>fp^t • h'ave'recei^ 
a;/f tdti(iioriJ^>/vf*^ '^nd'hr-cafe there (hall not he 
foUp4'iiompeteni himyirffjuch ferfom fu the fame Coun- 
ty,* that others afone^ it more -neighbour Counties he ad- 
]oy»eH h ihem^ 

\: Thi^carthefaiiefffit thi^emov/ng theRefidne of the 
Mtrtifters who are J^ftorjfni; -Scandalous^ NoHreftdeht^ or 
Diflurbersofthe Publikefeace^: and of all Schoolm^i^cx^ 
vko fhall be* found Pofifh^ fcandalous, or difajfe^ed to the 
^'* lernment of the Commonwcahh. 

"y.Thai 



5 • Thdt to this end, 4 Humber dfptrfons^ Mintftcrs Md 
others of eminent pittf^ Udly fsithfulnefs, iibilitj andprt$^ 
dencejbcaffointedbj Authority of Par iiament to go through 
the Nation^ to enquire after y examme^ judge of^ and eject 
aHfuch ftrjons as Jha/l he found unfit for the Miniftcryi or 
tesching of Schools, being fuch as above defcribed. 

6. That for the exped/ttng this fPorkf thefe per fins may 
be afsrgnedin feveralComp3Lt\ics i^rCommicteeSji^ the 
fisc Circuits of the Nation,/^ refidein each of the Counties 
for fuch a convenient {pace of time as^fhaU be requifitCy un- 
tiB the tpork be done.- Jnl calling to their Aiuftaucc in 
their rcf^eHiye Circuits fuch Godly and able Miniftcrs and 
Others in each of the Counties where theyJbaH refidc^ to 
afsifi them in this tvorky as thejjhaU think ft. 

7. That thefe perfons fofenp and Commifsioned^ may be 
tmponfcrdy before they fliaU depart out of each County , to 
return and to reprefent unto the Patliament the Names of 
ft andfufficient perfons ^miRcxs dr others to be Appointed 
and approved of^ fuc^h as fhallbe called to preach the Gofpcl 
in fuch Commies : And in the mean timCy the perfons fo 
Commifsioned as aforefaid^ fhaU have fon^r while they re- 
fide in each County, to examine^ judge and approve of fuch 
perfonSy as hatting a CaU to preach the Gofpcl in fich 
Counties, JhaB upon fuch Tc^imoni^l m aforefaidy offer 
themfelves to fuch Examination. 

8# That it be propofed, that the Parliament bepleafed to 
tdke fome fpeedj and efeStual courfe , either by impowering 
the perfons in the feveral Counties to be appointed for 
Trial and Approbation of fuch perfons as fhall be caUed to 
preach the G of pel there : Or injnch other to ay as they (ball 
think fit y for the uniting and dividing of Paridies in the 
feveral (bounties Sc Cities toithin this Commonwealth, 

C 3 in 



$0 rtftftnce t$ thtfrtMbing $fthe Gofpel tk€n% fmfhg 

the Civil rights 4i^privilcd«s 9f ach P^rifli. 

g. That aO Miniftcrs fo Je»tfmh sndtfiMifl^ed^ U 
tn]9jned and required u attend the f$Umn Worlhip $f 
God^ in ?nyct, Readmg and Preaching the Word, 
Catechiftng, and Expeundmeihe Sctipiutcs p seeccafiem 
fhdttrequtrey n/iftiingthejick^andinfirnifingfremhenfe 
to henfe ^ ftfidtng amengfi the feofle to whom they arefent^ 
andufing allege and diligence bj dOw^s and tmeans to win 
finis unto Chrifi. 
io« That it u defiredythat noperfons he required to receive 
the Sacrament , further then tnetr Light IbaSlead them 
unto. KornoperjonfentforthiOfreach, and already flaced^ 
or which [haO le placed in any Fartfi within this Nation^ be 
compelled to adminijler the SacramcncM at^^ but fockm 
be jball sf prove ofy m fit for the fame. 

1 1 • That a Law maj be Provided^that aSferfont whut^ 
fiever within this Nation m required to Mend to the fub^ 
tike Preaching of the Gofpel^ every Lords Dnj, inplaea 
commonly allowed, andtsfitalh catted Churches, except 
fucb perlons.MS through fcrupU of Confcience do abfisdn 
from thofe JjjfembUes. 

1%. That whereas divers perfons irennfatisfed to come 
to the publikc places of hearing the WordyUpon this Account^ 
that thofe places were Dedicated and Confecrated f That 
the l?zx\izmtnt^sM be pleafed to declare f that fitch places 
are made ufe of and iontinned onlnfor the better conveniens 
£ie of perfons meetiifgfortbepuulikeVf^OffhipofCod^ aOtd 
mponno other conJidirAiiop. 

13. That aff perfons d fencing from the Do^inc and 
Waj of Woifliip owned by the State , or confenting tbere^ 
mnto^ snd yet nit having advantage or apportnitj of 



fmi tf the atike KMuting-fltett , emtimli toBti 
Churches % be reifuired to met {iftbej have any conftane 
meectngs ) in fidc^s puhlfkelj knawn^^d te give nuiee t$ 
feme Magiftrate effiub their ptuf efordinari meetings, 

14. 7 bit this Henerette Committee tede^ed tefre- 
ftfe te the Parliament , That pub wbede net receive, ha 
epfefi theft * Prineipies */Chriftian VicWgianj^ithent se- \ -.^ 
knowledfment tvhereefthe SeriftwresdoeUarly sndpiainlj fiXvS 
sffrm that Sdlvdticn is net te heehdinedins thefe fermerh]^'^ > *^ 
eemplainede/hj the Minifters; mitf net he fufered te fre^ei JSrSsM 
«r fremntgate any thing iti ofpefition untefneh Principles. t» i»litmt. 

15. And further, .' bat tbe Pitluitncnt he bnmhlj de- ^f£^ 
fired' te take feme fpeedy and efeifnat eenrfe fer the ntter KmitoK»> 
fafprefstng ef that Ahenuneble Cheat 1/ Judicial Aftro* Slt*?^^ 
logie, vfherebj the minds ef OUjUtitndes gre eerrnfted^^^^ll^ 
turned afide frem defending npen the freyidenee 0/ God, ^mA^ 

te fut their Trnfi in the Ljes ef Men Mid Delnfiens ef 
Satban. 



Upon this new Proje^ of thefe Hfteen FrepefatSy 
and FiKeen Fundementats .* I do humbly beg of the 
Fdther ef Spirits , that He will either gracioiifly pleafe 
to ftir up the Hearts of thefe Wonny Men toW iif 
fome Chri^iMt Retrdffetien ^ or el fe the Hearts of fome 
of his Faithful Witnefles ^againft fuch Crtrven Inmges) 
to prefent fome faithful and tnly Cbripan 'Ohfervsi 
tiens. 



FINIS. 
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Notes [ ^7 ] 

Summary of Authorities 
1 6s 2 - i6s3 

THE original authorities for the various state- 
ments made in the introduction are here 
summarized in a note. The action of the 
House, on February lo, 1652, regarding the Min- 
isters* Petition, is in Commons Journals^ vii : 86. 
The fifteen Proposals were presented to the Com- 
mittee on February 1 8, as is shown in the final re- 
port in Commons Journals^ vii : 259. The twenty- 
seven signatures affixed to the Proposals are printed 
also in Shaw, History of the English Churchy ii : 84. 
Major Butler's proposals must have been written early 
in March, as Christopher Goad acknowledges the 
receipt of them on March 8 (see the Fourth Paper^ 
p. 10). Roger Williams's Fourth Paper ^ containing 
the Minister's Proposals, was published on March 30, 
according to the date upon the Thomason copy, in 
the British Museum (Shaw, English Church, ii: 81). 
The Ministers' own edition of their Proposals was 
issued on the following day, March 3 1 , according to 
the Thomason copy (Masson, Life of Milton, iv: 392). 
For the publication of Norwood's Proposall and the 
Severall ^eries, see the British Museum Catalogue and 
Gardiner, Commonwealth and Protectorate, ii : 3 1 . 
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The action of the House, April 29, 1652, upon 
the question of tithes, is in Commons "Joumalsy vii : 128, 
while the orders of May 6 and October 8, reviving 
the Committee on the Gospel, are in idem^ vii : 130, 
190. The Proposals and " fundamentals '' as pub- 
lished in the Proposals for the furtherance and Propa^ 
gation of the Gospellj were issued on December 2 
[British Museum Catalogue ^ Shaw, English Church, 
ii: 81). The final report of the Committee, of 
February 11, 1653, is in Commons Journals, vii: 
258-59, and the proceedings following on February 
25, March 4, March 1 8 and April i, are in idem, vii : 
262, 264, 269, 274. 
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Numerous Minor Sects 

Introduction, page viii 



The popular conception of some of the innumerable 
sects which were clamoring for attention at this time is 
shown by the above facsimile of the woodcut on the title 
page of John Graunt's Truth's Victory Against Heresie : All 
sorts comprehended under these ten mentioned: i. Papists, 
2. Familists, 3. Arrians, ^. Arminians, 5. Anabaptists, 
6, Separatists, 7. Antinemists, 8. Monarchists, p. Millenarists, 
10. Independents. As also a Description of the Truth, the 
Church of Christ. Printed in London in 1645. 
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Previous Acts for the Propagation 
of the Gospel 

As early as October 30, 1646, the Commons 
ordered that an Ordinance for Spreading the Gospel 
should be brought in [Commons yournalsy iv: 710). 
But since this involved the larger and unsettled 
question of the maintenance of the clergy, the 
motion had no immediate result. The subject 
remained, however, a source of futile discussion and 
received frequent reference under such titles as a Bill 
for the Better Advancement of the Preaching of 
God's Word, the Committee for Preaching the Gos- 
pel, the Bill for the Advancement of the Gospel in 
England, and the like (see idemy v: 327, 443; vi: 

33S» 352, 365* e^c-)- ^^ J^^y ^7f 1649, more- 
over, an act was passed for the promoting and propa- 
gating the Gospel of Jesus Christ in New England, 
the special object of which was the spreading of 
Christianity to the Indians [idem^ vi : 271). So 
also, on February 22, 1650, an Act for the better 
Propagation and Preaching the Gospel in Wales was 
passed and a similar act for the four northern coun- 
ties of England on March i [idem^ vi: 369, 374). 
But the intention of these latter acts was merely to 
encourage what might be called home missions. 



Notes [ 3^ ] 

On June 7, 1650, a committee of twenty-four was 
appointed to " have Power to present a general Bill 
for Advancement of the Gospel in all Parts of this 
Commonwealth" [idem^ vi: 420), and on July 19, 
it was ordered that a " General Bill for settling 
Preaching Ministers, for the better Propagation of 
the Gospel throughout the Nation, be brought in '* 
{tdem^ vi: 443). As nothing came of this motion, 
the House resolved, on September 13, that "it be 
referred to the Committee, to whom the Act touch- 
ing tender Consciences is committed, to bring in a 
Bill for propagating the Gospel through the whole 
Nation, and also for ejecting scandalous Ministers '' 
(idem^ vi : 468). Again there was no result, and on 
March 1 2, 1 65 1 , the earlier committee was "revived '* 
{ideniy vi : 548). On May 23, the act was finally 
brought in, read the first and second times and com- 
mitted to the Committee of Plundered Ministers. It 
was further ordered that " all that come have Voices, 
as to this Bill : And Mr. Millington and Mr. Lech- 
mere have Care of it : And that the Members of 
the House do bring in, to that Committee, the Names 
of Persons to be Trustees in the respective Counties 
for which they serve '' [idem, vi : 576, 578). • From 
the wording of this latter clause, it would seem that 
the act referred merely to the maintenance of the 
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clergy. On October 15, the Committee of Plun- 
dered Ministers reported amendments, which were 
twice read, and the entire bill was " committed to a 
grand Committee of the whole House '* [idem^ vii : 
23, 26, 28). But the House never sat upon the 
question, perhaps because the members were too 
much occupied with the important matter of fixing 
a date for their future dissolution. 

The subject of the Propagation of the Gospel did 
not again come up for discussion until the House 
was importuned by the Petitioning Ministers, on 
February 10, 1652. 



Notes [ 33 ] 

Major Butler 

Major William Butler, or Boteler, was a soldier 
in Cromwell's army, who seems to have taken as 
active an interest in religious controversy as in war- 
fare. As early as July 5, 1648, Parliament ordered 
that Captain William Butler should raise a company 
of Horse Volunteers for securing the County of 
Northampton {Commons Journals^ v: 625). On 
December 12, of the same year, the Commons 
ordered that the troop of horse in Northamptonshire 
should be continued under his command as Major 
(Whitelock, Memorials^ p. 361), and there are occa- 
sional later references to his army service in the pro- 
ceedings of the Council of State and other official 
records. Before a General Council of Army Officers, 
on January 10, 1649, he made a strong plea for 
religious toleration, saying : '^ Truth and light and 
knowledge have still gone under the name of errors 
and heresies, and still they have put these Esau's gar- 
ments upon Jacob's back" (Clarke Papers ^ ii: 173, 
Camden Society) . During 1653 and 1 6 54, he is often 
referred to as a justice of the peace in Northampton- 
shire [CaL State Papers^ Domestic ^ 1653-54^ p. 171 ; 
1654, pp. 67, 89). In March, 1655, he appears, 
with half a cavalry regiment under his orders, march- 
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ing to Salisbury in pursuit of royalist insurgents 
(Thurloe, State Papers^ iii : 247) ; and in October 
he received the appointment of major-general of 
the shires of Northampton, Bedford, Rutland and 
Huntingdon [Cal. State Papers^ ^^55^ P* 379)- 
While in this position, he wrote frequently during 

1655 and 1656 to Thurloe, Secretary of the Council, 
concerning such topics as the imprisonment of va- 
grants, the confiscation of estates and the reforming 
of the militia (Thurloe, State Papers^ iv: 156 et 
passim). On December 19, 1655, he was listed 
among ''those now in commission who have all 
along given the power under the Beast, and have 
fought with the Lamb, and to this day think they 
do God service in imprisoning His servants.'* But 
on the same day, his act releasing tome imprisoned 
Quakers drew from Parliament a letter signifying 
Cromwell's pleasure {Cal. State Papers^ ^^55^5^* 
p. 64). 

Butler was chosen a member of Cromwell's second 
Parliament from Northamptonshire, in September, 

1656 (Willis, Notitia Parliamentarian iii: 276), and 
on November 6, 1657, he is mentioned as a com- 
missioner appointed by the Court of Exchequer to 
ascertain the value of lands, moneys and estates in 
Northamptonshire [Cal. of the Comm.for Compounding^ 
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1643-60^ i: 744). Upon the death of the Pro- 
tector, he became a supporter of Richard Cromwell's 
government. The severity of certain of his pro- 
ceedings as Commissioner of the Peace was a source 
of occasional complaint and on April 12, 1659, his 
action in detaining lands from an injured claimant 
was declared by Parliament to be unjust and illegal. 
There was a lengthy debate on the question of his 
punishment, those who were jealous of the power 
of the Army being eager to disable him from further 
military service. But Sir Henry Vane, Sir Anthony 
Morgan and several others opposed such decided 
action and Secretary Thurloe remarked : " To dis- 
able him from all employment is the highest, next 
to life, and you do this unheard. I understand it is 
for executing his Highness's commands ; through zeal 
for your safety . . . Major-general Boteler got no 
profit by it. He has served you faithfully and hon- 
estly and valiantly. I desire that he may be heard 
before you pass this severe sentence upon him.'' It 
was finally resolved that '* the Lords Keepers of the 
Great Seal do put Major-General Boteler out of the 
Commission of the Peace," and a committee was 
appointed to draw up an impeachment agains't him 
[Commons "Journals^ vii: 636; Burton's Diary ^ iv: 
403-412, 429; Clarendon, State Papers^ iii: 453). 
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On July 4, 1659, he was proposed by Sir Arthur 
Hesilrig for the office of Quartermaster General of 
the Army. But a Paper entitled "A short Relation 
of the unjust and arbitrary Dealing of William But- 
ler, who was one of the late Major-Generals for 
Four Counties, toward William Lovell of Harding- 
ton in the County of Northampton,'* was read before 
the House and Butler was not appointed [Commons 
Journals^ vii : 704 ; CaL State Papers^ l^^S-^g^ 
p. 384). He still possessed his office of major- 
general, however, for in August, 1659, he was in- 
structed to take precautions toward suppressing a 
possible insurrection and also to seize the Earl of 
Northampton, who was suspected of plotting in 
behalf of Charles [CaL State Papers ^ id^g-do, 
pp. 83, 112). 

Upon the restoration of the monarchy in 1660, 
Butler was necessarily numbered among the "late 
offisnders.'* But the new Parliament was not dis- 
posed to be too harsh, and prepared a general Bill of 
Oblivion pardoning all except those who had had a 
part in the King*s death. They decided, however, 
to select twenty of the leaders in the recent troubles, 
who were to be visited with various penalties and 
were to gain none of the advantages of the Pardon. 
It was among these twenty that it was proposed to 
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include Butler. In the proceedings of the King's 
Council^ on June 15, 1660, it is recorded that 
'' Major Butler, a commissioner at Oxford and one 
that sate on several highe Courts of justice, agent 
for Sir H. Vane, is now upon the lief guard, which 
desires to have him committed *' (Ranke, History of 
Englandy v: 523). In the House of Commons, on 
the same date, when the question came up for settle- 
ment, Butler escaped being included among the 
twenty by a vote of 160 to 131 {Commons "Joumalsy 
viii: 64). 

He was little disposed, however, to conform in 
every way to the acts of the restored government 
and there is occasional unfavorable reference to him 
in the records from 1661 to 1663. Finally, in 
August, 1663, the Lord General ordered that he 
should be sent to the Tower, as one who had "exer- 
cised all imaginable afflictions on the King's subjects 
in Northamptonshire" {Cal. State Papers y Domestic ^ 
1664-6^ y p. 538). From his place of imprison- 
ment, he writes frequently to David Walter of the 
King's Bedchamber, to Lord Arlington and others 
concerning his condition. He makes reference to 
his " distracted family " [idem, 1 66^-66 y p. 2, Octo- 
ber 3, 1665), mentions the injury done to his present 
profession of the law {idemy p. 33, October 28, 1665), 
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prays for his release {iJem, p. 42, November 4, 1665), 
says that ''his family's livelihood depends on his 
liberty/' and that he '' cannot in all things conform to 
the Church of England, but can show that his non- 
conformity is from conscience, not faction ... is 
undone in law practice and reputation, and his estate 
will not now pay his debts by ^^100" {iJem, p. 
438, June 13, 1666). On November 2, 1666, his 
name appears in a list of thirty-eight prisoners con- 
fined in the Tower [idem, 1666-679 p. 235). He 
was probably released soon afterwards, although no 
reference to the fact appears in the records of Parlia- 
ment. His ardor in voicing his religious views, how- 
ever, could not be quenched, for as late as May 23, 
1670, Sir John Robinson wrote to Williamson re- 
garding the carrying out of the Act against Con- 
venticles, saying : " The greatest person among the 
meeters is Major General Butler " [iiiem, 1670, p. 

233)- 
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Charles Vane 

Charles Vane was a well known and quite an im- 
portant personage among the followers of Cromwell. 
He was the fourth son of the elder Henry Vane and 
brother of the famous Sir Harry. Little is known 
of his early life except that he matriculated from 
Magdalen College, Oxford, March 17, 1637 {Diet. 
National Biography y Iviii: 116). At the time when 
the infant commonwealth was scarcely more than on 
speaking terms with the foreign powers and was at- 
tempting to establish diplomatic intercourse. Vane 
volunteered to accept the position of English agent 
to Portugal. He was appointed by the Council of 
State, January 29, 1650, on a salary amounting to 
j^Soo a year {CaL State Papers ^ Domestic ^ i64g-SOy 
p. 496). It was a mission attended with consider- 
able danger. Dr. Dorislaus had been assassinated at 
the Hague during the preceding May and in June 
following Vane's appointment, Anthony Ascham, the 
Spanish agent, was stabbed in an inn at Madrid. 

Vane's mission was chiefly to remonstrate with the 
Portuguese King for harboring Prince Rupert's roy- 
alist fleet, which was preying upon English com- 
merce. Armed with an official letter of introduction 
written by John Milton, who then had the post of 
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Latin Secretary (Masson, Life of Milton^ iv: 161), 
he proceeded to Lisbon. The King, however, could 
not perceive the value of allying himself with the 
new Commonwealth and after several weeks of fruit- 
less negotiation (see Vane's letters in Thurloe, State 
Papers^ i : 1 40, 141, 145), Vane was recalled, June 2 1 , 
1650 {CaL State Papers^ 16^ Oy p. 212). On July 4, 
Parliament ordered that he be ^* thanked for the good 
service done at Lisbon" [identy p. 231). Force now 
took the place of diplomacy. The English admiral, 
Blake, began to make severe inroads on Portuguese 
commerce and in December completely defeated 
Rupert's fleet. The Portugese King was now ready 
to make some sort of a treaty with the English and 
in December, 1650, despatched an envoy to London. 
At all the negotiations and committee meetings of 
the next few months Vane's presence was requested 
(Masson's Life of Milton^ iv: 231). With the com- 
pletion of the Portuguese Treaty in July, 1654, his 
official duties apparently ceased and we find no further 
record of him during the Commonwealth period. 
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Colonel Danvers 

Henry Danvers, or D'Anvers, during the period 
of the Commonwealth was a colonel in the Parlia- 
mentary army and also a justice of the peace and 
governor of Stafford. He was a strong anabaptist 
and in 1640 had published a tract entitled Certain 
^eries concerning Liberty of Conscience. On March 
1 8, 1 655, three years after the appearance of Danvers*s 
name on the Fourth Paper ^ Thurloe [State Papers^ 
iv : 629) records that there " hath beene the 
last weeke a meetinge of many of the Anabaptist 
churches in severall parts of the nation, whither re- 
sorted all the discontented of that partie and of the 
fift monarchy men, with a full intention to have en- 
gaged the churches in blood . . . Col. Danvers is 
one, who would faine be in armes, and was at one of 
these meetinges to incite others to the same thinge." 
After the Restoration he appears to have suffered 
considerably on account of his non-conformity. In 
1684, he published a seditious paper concerning the 
death of the Duke of Essex, and the government 
offered a large reward for his apprehension. He 
escaped to Holland and died in Utrecht at the close 
of 1 687. (There are sketches of Danvers in Crosby, 
English Baptists y iii : 90 ; Wilson, Dissenting Churches ^ 
i- 393; ^^^ Diet. National Biography yXiw\ 39). 
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Christopher Goad 

Christopher Goad was an anabaptist of the Crom- 
wellian period whose name is little known except 
as it appears on the title-pages of certain religious 
tracts. Besides contributing a letter to the Fourth 
Paper ^ he wrote in 1652 a preface to William DelFs 
Several Sermons and Discourses ^ and in 1653 issued a 
book entitled Refreshing drops and scorching vials, 
severally distributed to their proper subjects y according to 
the wisdom given . . . Mr. C. G. etc. Edited by 
J. Sprigg ; with a preface by C. Worsley [Brit. Mu- 
seum Catalogue). In a new edition of this latter tract, 
published in 1827, Christopher Goad is mentioned 
as^'a Fellow of King's College, Cambridge ( AUibone, 
Diet, of Authors). This may give a clue to his 
parentage, since Roger Goad, Provost of King's 
College, had a son Christopher who was elected 
from Eton to King's College [Diet. National Biog^ 
raphy, xxii : 20). The Journals of Parliament 
show that, according to the royal sequestrations of 
October 18, 1643, the church of Pancras in Soper 
Lane, London, was sequestered from George Ecope 
to a Christopher Goad ; also that, on December 27, 
1646, a Mr. Goad was included among the Puritan 
nominations to Broughton, Oxford (Shaw, English 
Church, ii: 317, 335). 



Notes [43l 

The Hireling Ministry 

Page /J, marginal note 

The Hireling Ministry was a thirty-six page pam- 
phlet published by Roger Williams in April, 1652, 
with the full title of The Hireling Ministry none of 
Chrisfsy Or^ A Discourse touching the Propagating the 
Gospel of Christ Jesus. Humbly Presented to such 
Pious and Honourable Hands ^ whom the present Debate 
thereof concerns. It is evident that Williams, in re- 
ferring to this tract in the marginal note, had in 
mind his manuscript, which was probably then in 
the printer's hands. The Fourth Paper was pub- 
lished on March 30 ; the Hireling Ministry some 
time during the following month. 

This tract was reprinted in Cyrus P. Grosvenor's 
A review of the correspondence of Messrs. Fuller and 
Wayland on the subject of American Slavery^ Utica, 
1847. 
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The Bloody Tenant Controversy 

Page i^y marginal note 

The " Controversie of the Bloody Tcnent*' began 
in 1 644, when Williams published in London a book 
bearing the title : The Bloudy Tenent of Persecution 
for Cause of Conscience discussed in a Conference be- 
tweene Truth and Peace. In this treatise he made an 
urgent plea for toleration and especially attacked the 
religious views of John Cotton as they had been 
expressed in print several years before. Cotton re- 
plied in 1 647 with a book entitled The Bloudy Tenent 
washed and made white in the bloud of the Lambe. In 
April, 1652, soon after the publication of his Fourth 
Paper^ Williams again entered the controversy with 
The Bloody Tenent Tet More Bloody by Mr. Cotton's 
endeavour to wash it white in the Blood of the Lambe. 
In a letter to Mrs. Sadlier in 1652 he remarks: 
''Since I landed, I have published two or three 
things, and have a large discourse at the press, but 
*tis controversial " [Narragansett Club Publications^ 
vi : 238). The former refer to his Fourth Paper ^ 
Hireling Ministry and Experiments of a Spiritual Life^ 
and the latter to his Bloody Tenent. The Bloody 
Tenent tracts were reprinted in 1867-70 in the 
Narragansett Club Publications^ vol. iii. and iv. 
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Henry VIII. as Head of the Church 

Page 15, line 31 

The Act of Supremacy of 1534 ordered that the 
King '^ shall be taken, accepted, and reputed the only 
supreme Head in earth of the Church of England" 
{26 Henry VIII.j ch. /.). 



Persecution of the yews 

Page 18 y line 10 

Until the middle of the twelfth century, the Jews 
in England enjoyed a considerable amount of security 
and were apparently but little disturbed in the pos- 
session of their property. But their growing wealth 
and differences in religion alike excited the jealousy 
and hatred of the English people, and during the 
reign of Henry H. and his immediate successors they 
suffered persecution, confiscation of property, im- 
prisonment and often death. In the year 1 290 Ed- 
ward I. issued an edict expelling them from the 
realm. About 16,000 were thus banished from 
England and their property seized by the crown. 

From the fourteenth to the seventeenth centuries 
the Jews seem to have been present in England in 
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but very small numbers and it was not until the time 
of the Commonwealth that they sought any revoca- 
tion of Edward's edict. The growing spirit of tol- 
eration had somewhat mitigated the feeling of hatred 
toward them and they thought thus to procure their 
own legal re-establishment. In 1649 some Amster- 
dam Jews petitioned, through the Council of War, 
for the repeal of the Act of Banishment and for per- 
mission to trade with England (Walker, Hist, of Inde- 
pendency ^ pt. ii: pp. 60, 61, 83; Clarke Papers^ ii: 
172). Although this petition met with no response 
from Parliament, by the time that Roger Williams 
appeared in England in 1652, a more friendly feel- 
ing toward them had developed. Williams himself 
had often expressed his disapprobation of persecu- 
tion of this race. It was the Jews whom he in- 
cluded, in his well-known parable of the ship, among 
the number to whom the most absolute religious 
toleration should be granted ; and in his Bloody Tenent 
he remarked that Jews " may be clear and free from 
scandalous offences in their life, as also from dis- 
obedience to the Civil Laws of a State'* [Narra-- 
gansett Club Publications^ iii : 171 ; vi : 279). 

At almost the same time as the appearance of 
Williams's tract. Captain Robert Norwood made a 
strong plea in behalf of the Jews in his Proposall for 
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Propagation of the Gospel offered to the Parliament^ 
published on March 20, 1652 {Brit. Museum Cata- 
logue; Gardiner, Commonwealth and Protectorate^ ii: 
31). In spite of this agitation in their favor and of 
the later labors of the learned and zealous M anasseh 
Ben Israel in 1655, the natural prejudice against 
them was of such long standing that it could not 
admit of the startling innovation of the re-*establish- 
ment of this race in England. The divines and 
especially the London merchants, who feared com- 
petition in trade, remained hostile to them and op- 
posed every effort to restore their rights. 

Upon the death of Cromwell, who had steadily 
shown them favor, their hopes for a revocation of 
banishment were crushed. Yet they had made one 
gain as a result of their struggle. At one of the 
sittings, the Judges had declared that there was no 
law in force preventing the return of any Jew to 
England. Henceforth their right of residence was 
imquestioned, even if their religion was an object of 
suspicion and attack. 

(For accounts of the Jews during the Cromwellian period 
see Gardiner, Commonwealth and Protectorate^ ii : 30 ; iii : 
216-224; Inderwick, Interregnumy p. 144; Milman, ///j/. 
of the JewSy iii \ ;i6^\ and Lucien WolPs Resettlement of the 
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Jews in England^ CromwelFs Jewish Intelligencer^ Crypto 
Jews under the Commonwealth^ and Manasseh Ben IsraeFs 
Mission to Cromwell. For a bibliography of the subject see 
Jacobs and Wolf, Bibliotheca Anglo-Judaica^ pp. 46—55). 



Date of Ministers Petition 

Page 20y line 2 

Although Roger Williams dates the Petition of 
the Ministers to Parliament on February 11 [1652], 
the records of the House of Commons [Commons 
Journals^ vii : 86) show that it must have been pre- 
sented on February 10. The proceedings of the 
House for February 1 1 are given in full and refer in 
no way to this Petition. 
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yudicial Astrology 

Page 23^ line 14 

Judicial astrology, or the study of the influence 
of the constellations on the destinies of man, was so 
called to distinguish it from natural astrology, which 
predicted the motions of the heavenly bodies. Dur- 
ing the early part of the year 1652, a great eclipse of 
the sun, which was to occur on March 29, brought 
the astrologers with their dire predictions into special 
notice. Evelyn records in his Diary that on this day 
"was that celebrated eclipse of the sun so much 
threatened by the astrologers, and which had so ex- 
ceedingly alarm' d the whole nation that hardly any- 
one would worke, nor stir out of their houses. So 
ridiculously were they abused by knavish and ignorant 
star-gazers ' ' ( Bray, Memoirs of EvelyUy i : 258). The 
Council of State, on April i, 1652, published a 
paper reproving "that ungodly race of judicial astrol- 
ogers " and explaining at length how unusual occur- 
rences in the heavenly world proceeded only from 
natural causes [Perfect Diurnal ^ April i, 1652; see 
also Inderwick, Interregnum^ p. 132). Swift, prob- 
ably more than any other, gave the deathblow to 
astrology by publishing his famous squib Predictions 
for the Tear IJoS^ by Isaac Bicker staffs Esq. 
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